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Religion in the Hills:

an Interview with Francis M. Curnutte, Jr.

Interviewed by:

Francis M. Curnutte
History 618 6:30 W
May 1, 1974

Francis Marion Curnutte

FC:

Mr. Curnutte, would you please give me some autobiographical information?

MC:

I was born 1920 in Mingo County, West Virginia,
and uh, of course that is one of the coal mining
areas of the state. The mountainous terrain, the
condition of the, of the road at that time made
it very difficult to travel other than by rail.
No roads, no automobiles, the uh, people lived a
provincial life. Uh, the attitude of the people,
the, was uh, very provincial. Their world was
limited primarily to the community, and uh, the,
the surrounding area within a few miles. Generally,
the uh, educational, uh, level was very limited.
The opportunities were, uh, very limited. Uh,
this of course, uh, was, uh, was shown in, in all
aspects of life. Their, uh, the limitations showed
up in, uh, home life, in their, uh, religious life,
and their, uh, educational endeavors. Uh, the
early mountain people of West Virginia were, uh,
very different from what the, uh, West Virginian
of today, uh, would represent. One area that was
most, uh, uh, different is in the field of religion.

FC:

Would, uh, you describe what religion was like in,
in uh, the days of your early childhood?

MC:

Uh, religion in those days was much different from
what it is of, of today. And I wouldn't (clears
throat), I would not want to, uh, be critical of
people because, uh, uh, no doubt they were sincere,
and uh, they were religious as they understood
the term religion, but it was, uh, a religion
based on ignorance, based on, uh, fear, uh, based
on, uh, uh, emotionalism, uh, and I suppose that
emotionalism was the major, uh, characteristic of
this, uh, period.

FC:

What did the term, what did religion mean to the
people of that day?

MC:

The, uh, the term religion, uh, meant of course,
uh, some emotional experience that, uh, would be,
uh, necessary, uh, shall we say, before they could

Francis Marion Curnutte

2

say they got religion. They had to undergo, or so
they thought, some emotional experience, uh, uh, to,
to arrive at what they would say getting religion.
And this would be often, uh, characterized by, uh,
long sessions in, uh, prayer at an,· at a public
alt~r, and many times the entire church would be
praying, all of them at one time, and uh, you could,
you could have fired a gun maybe, and uh, uh, in
the building and it couldn't have been heard because
of, of, of the number of voices that were screaming
at the, uh, uh, as high as they could in their, uh,
prayers, and people would be, uh, uh, overcome with
this emotionalism. There was very little reason,
understanding, there was very little use of the
scriptures, uh, there was, uh, uh, an attitude that,
uh, they tended to, uh, uh, not trust one who, uh,
tended to use reason, because, uh, reason and study,
and uh, uh, such was looked upon as being foreign
to, uh, their ideas of religion.
FC:

Would you say that this would be because of essentially
the lack of education and sophistication among the
people?

MC:

Yes, uh, there was, as I said earlier, uh, an almost
total absence of, of any formal education. Many of
the leaders of the group would be people who were
illiterate. And uh, of course, with a, with a
leadership like that, uh, you expect that, uh, this
would be the end result, and it was. The, uh, I've
heard people in religious groups like this, uh, uh,
uh, thank God that they had not, uh, been, uh, that
their backs had never brushed college walls, that
they had never, uh, had, uh, education, because
they, they considered education as that which would
contaminate them.

FC:

would you say that this is a carryover from, uh,
the heritage of the Great Awakening, where only
emotionalism was trusted instead of reason?

MC:

Well yes, of course, uh, it was, uh, uh, purely,
uh, emotionalism, and uh, religion was, uh, and
attending worship service and attending their
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revival meetings and their groups, uh, often was
done not with the, uh, loftey, uh, ideals of, uh,
of, uh, worshipping God, but rather, uh, it was a
social place.
FC:

Have you ever attended relig, religious services
in, uh, for that reason?

MC:

Well yes, uh, in my day in growing up, uh, we did
not have, uh, theaters, uh, in the mountains, and
we did not have, uh, uh, highways to get out and,
and, and visit places so when, uh, any church had
a service, revival or regular, uh, service or
whatever, uh, to the people of the hills it was a
time for a, a big get together.
And, uh, a few of
them might have been, uh, interested in, uh, religion
and their souls, but uh, a meeting brought together
all the people who had, uh, other meetings, other
ideas.

FC:

Such as what?

MC:

Well some would come together for, uh, boys meeting
girls, uh, uh, they would, uh, uh, they would be a
place of making their dates, uh, some would come
together just to trade horses, to uh, others would
be there to sell whiskey, and there was, uh, it was
just a, a, a frolic for everybody in the area.

FC:

One person made the statement
religious revivals there were
i~~~e were saved. Uh, do you
if so how would you elaborate

MC:

Well, I couldn't elaborate (laughter) because that's
another thing, but I would say certainly that, uh,
that was one of the aspects of all, of all early
meetings in the hills, that, uh, uh, the uh, the
people, especially the younger people would be
involved in, uh, uh, making love, drinking, uh,
it usually ended up in fights and during, uh, during,
uh, uh, the uh, service it was not unusual at all
to hear guns firing outside the building, and, and
uh, having to call and get the law to come.
It was,

that in the, at the
more souls got that
agree with this and
on it?
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uh, uh, it a frolic for the whole area.
FC:

Have you ever seen anybody really shot at?

MC:

Yes, yes uh, yes! saw, uh, uh, one man shot at,
in fact he was shot, he was shot four times. Uh,
the, the individual who shot him well first the
man who got shot had, uh, had been into an argument
and he went home and got his shotgun and came back
and, and as he approached the entrance to a little
store in which the, uh, his, uh, man he had been
into an argument with was inside the store and he
was approaching the door well, and everyone of
course we all knew what was coming, we were, were
watching. This man leaned out the door of the store
and shot four times, and uh, hit him in the, uh,
left shoulder, and uh, knocked him down to his knee
and then he, uh, shot the shotgun, and uh, hit the
door facing right above his head and then the man
who did the shooting, of course he ran and got away.
Later the law got, got both of them, it didn't kill
him, and the law got both of them and they spent a
year together in the jail. Uh, the man who was
shot was a man by the name, uh, uh, Henry Preston,
I mean, uh, he's the man who did the shooting. The
man who was shot was Sam Noe, and uh, but uh, he got
allright from this and lived several years after
that and died later of old age.

FC:

Were there any other activities that went on such
as drinking or gambling?

MC:

Yes, there was, uh, you have to realize that, uh,
that was the day, as I said earlier, that people
were very provincial, limited, and there were no
other other activities and so people, uh, engaged
in drinking, uh, moonshine, uh, uh, illicit, uh,
whiskey • • •

FC:

Have you witnessed this in church?

MC:

Yes, oh yes. Uh, I've seen people come into church
that were drunk and would be disturbing church and
the minister would stop and as it was called in those
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days call 'em down and order them out of the building,
and uh, I've seen them fight right in the back of the,
uh, church building (clears throat). And the, uh, uh,
there were, there were many things like that.
In fact,
one building that I ~now of now still standing, uh,
that there are bullit holes through it where, uh, a
bunch of drunks shot through it while it was full of
people in it having, uh, worship service. And, uh, so
this, uh, this I'm sure sounds rude and crude, uh, to
one who hears this today, but of one who grew up in
the hills of West Virginia during the '20s, uh, this
is not, uh, unusual. Uh, church and religion in
those days was, uh, uh, uh, a community recreation
more than it was a religion.
FC:

You must have witnessed some amusing incidents in,
uh, uh, religion in the early, early days of your
childhood. Would you relate some of these incidents
to us?

MC:

One of the, uh, most humorous, uh, at the time, of
course looking back now it would have been surely
a felony, but a, uh, church services in those days
were usually in, uh, school buildings, one room
schoolhouses. And this individual was conducting a
religious service and he was, uh, before his audience,
uh, preaching and (clears throat) exhorting, and it
was in the, uh, summertime and the door was open and
he was right before the door, open door, and some
young men slipped around and got a goat that (laughter)
was known to be sort of mean and cantankerous and they,
uh, aggravated that goat till they had it mad and they
slipped it up right in front of the door ·and turned it
loose (laughter) and the goat jumped and hit this man
and, uh, the uh, it, uh, rather embarrassed the
preacher and, uh, alarmed the audience, and uh, uh,
it was said that the preacher in his excitement, uh,
screamed out that he'J kill that damn g~\. if it was
the last thing he ever did (laughter).

FC:

Were there any other incidents?

MC:

Well yes I saw, uh, I saw, uh, at a meeting that was
so called, uh, uh, healing meetings I've witnessed
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people who were shouting, uh, and supposedly speaking
in tongues, the unknown tongues as they called it.
Uh, and uh, that too was, uh, more of a show, uh,
very few people I, I believe, uh, seriously considered
it. Uh, as I said earlier, it was a place to go and
something to watch and something to see and it was,
it gave you the opportunity to meet other people. Uh,
today in the 1970's, of course, church services, uh,
are I suppose, are limited, uh, to church purposes,
but if you go back a half a century, uh, church
services was more of a social thing than it was a
religious thing.
FC:

Would you describe some of the preaching that
went on?

MC:

Yes, uh, some of the, the preaching, uh, was viewed
by any standards at all would be, would have been
ridiculous. As I said I know one man who was, uh,
illiterate, couldn't even sign his name, and yet he
was one of the leading, uh, preachers in one of
these, uh, groups that I have known.
And of course,
uh, uh, unable to read, unable to have any knowledge
of the scripture or anything else for that matter,
uh, his preaching primarily was just limited to,
uh, uh, tales of, of, uh, hearsay, and uh, generally
emotionalism. Uh, one of their, one of the preachers
that they used to, uh, have was rather had a speech
defect. And, uh, uh, I remember hearing him say on
one occasion that, and of course he believed and they,
they did believe that when they got up to preach
that the spirit would direct them and tell them what
to say. And uh, on one occasion he said that, uh,
it would, if he would tell all that was on his mind
it would take him "free" hours, free hours. He was,
he couldn't say three so he'd say free, free hours.
And, uh, but this man was, uh, surely, uh, the
farthest thing from, uh, what we would think of today
as a, uh, modern day, uh, theologian or minister.

FC:

In otherwords, he would be what is locally referred
to as a howdy. When he tells you howdy, he has told
you all he knows.
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MC:

Yes, I'd say that when, when the man, uh, would
say, uh, would, when he would, uh, uh, greet you
that was about the ex~ent of his knowledge, yes.

FC:

Uh, while these men were preaching the, what was
the audience doing?

MC:

Well for the most part listening and, uh, uh, they
would, uh, agree with what was being said and all
over the audience you'd hear people yelling out,
"that's right," and "amen," and uh, "that's right
brother," uh, in otherwords they were, they were,
uh, it was, uh, not, uh, like, uh, an orderly,
uh, religious function of today, but rather, uh,
it was a loud noisy group, and uh, women would
be shouting, uh, men would be, uh, uh, yelling
"amen, " and uh, uh, approving their, uh, uh, of
the things that were being said. Sometimes the
things that were said, uh, if you would take them
out of context were humorous.
For example (clears
throat) one man, uh, once was in his preaching was
attempting to, uh, show the, uh, need for, uh,
hasty action in religion and he used the example
of, uh, uh, that was, uh, familiar of the audience
of that day, in which he said if you wanted to kill
a rabbit you needed to shoot him before he jumped,
and one man jumped up and yelled, "amen," uh, so,
uh, this was the, uh, typical type, uh, now long
since the march of time has, uh, has long since, uh,
made changes7 roads and educations, telephones,
radios, television, and all that has, has wrought
a tremendous change, uh, in those areas, and today,
uh, there is, there are only remnants of that type
of life left. Uh, even in these, uh, uh, valleys
of Mingo County and, and Wayne County and, and in
southern West Virginia, uh, the, the uh, culture
in all aspects has undergone a complete revolution.

FC:

What was, what was the term that was used for, uh,
shouting amen a, as they did when the man preached?

MC:

They spoke of it as scotching. Uh, you were scotching
for, uh, a speaker and alot of times, the uh, the uh,
speaker was more or less evaluated depending on how
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much of a, uh, an audience participation he could
drum up or how much, uh, scotching he got from the
audience. And, uh, the uh • • •
FC:

In otherwords, a silent, well behaved audience
would have been a sign of disapproval?

MC:

Oh yes, uh, it wouldn't, uh, there wouldn't have
been any religion at all if, if an audience had,
uh, been quiet and orderly and, uh, uh, respectful,
uh, they would not have considered it, uh, worthwhile
at all.

FC:

Have you ever had any, any relatives that were, uh,
revival evangelists?

MC:

Well, (laughter) not, uh, not, uh, I'd say yes and
no. uh_ I rad a cousin who, uh, was present once
at a religious service, but my cousin was not there
really filled with the spirit of God, rather Qe was
filled with whiskey, he was drunk. And, uh, he
got off to the side from the audience and someone
had stepped on a worm in the, in the path and killed
it. And so he in his drunken, uh, condition decided
that somebody should preach that worms funeral. And
so he began a long oration in, uh, uh, preaching the
funeral for this warm and soon he had more of the
audience gathered around him than was around the,
uh, regular religious service. And this caused, of
course, quite an uproar and, uh, they had to, uh,
uh, get him out of there. He would have probably
been taken before the law, but he was related to
all of them and, uh, uh, kinfolks back in those
days didn't take each other to the law.

FC:

Seems to be quite a talented fellow.
make any money off this talent.

MC:

Yes, uh, he did the same thing once, he went out
West and, uh, he went broke, and uh, the way he
got his way, uh, fare paid home was, uh, he had
revivals.
And he would, uh, th, he and his brother
together would go into a small community and they'd
announce that they were preachers, that they were

Did he ever
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going to have a revival and so they would conduct
services for about five nights and collect all the
money they could have a collection every night,
and then at the end of it they'd move on, and uh,
go to some other town, and uh, they made enough
money to pay them, their way home.
FC:

And I imagine keep them in liquor ,too, didn't they?

MC:

Yes, they, they uh, uh, uh, you never could tell
whether they were under the spirit or, or in, in fluenced by liquor (clears throat).

FC:

I remember your uncle, Uncle Ed was quite, quite
a character.

MC:

Yes he, uh, (clears throat) I remember two things
that he {clears throat) did. One, he was seated
in a religious service one time and there was a
woman seated near him with unusually large breasts.
And so he slipped his hand around and pinched her
on one of the, her breasts and then, uh, uh, looked
as, uh, uh, acted as if, uh, he was in dead earnest
listening to the preaching and she looked around
and she, uh, uh, slapped the man that was next to
her.
And of course the man didn't know what it was
all about, she just slapped the tar out of him and
he just raised up with his fist and let her have it
right in the side of the head. And that precipitated
a, almost riot.
Uh, so yes, my uncle was that type.
Another time I remember one of his, uh, conditions
was, they'd called on a man to lead in prayer (laughter)
a rather, a bald headed man.
And everybody was down
and the man was praying and he kept praying and praying
and time, uh, it seemed like he never would quite And
so my uncle, uh, looked at his watch a time or two and
saw that the man was going too long and he walked over
and, uh, flipped him on the head and he said, "Can't
you quit?" (laughter) and the man said, "Amen." And
so, that stopped that prayer at that time.

FC:

Moving to religion in present day West Virginia, one
of the big, uh, contraversies now is over what is
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called the cult of the serpent. Have you ever
witnessed the cult of the serpent in action?
MC:

Yes, uh, we have, uh, always been ready to go and
observe, and uh, new strange things that are supposed
to be, uh, present. There was a, uh, a, uh, religious
service near us and they announced the, uh, that they
would be there to, uh, with serpents or snakes. And
so, uh, we went to, to the, uh, service, uh, my son
(the interviewer) and, uh, David Lafferty accompanied
me, three of us. We went to this, uh, place the, uh,
little, uh, church building on top of a mountain in,
uh, rural Wayne County, West Virginia. And, uh, when
we arrived there were people standing outside, uh,
waiting for the arrival of the, uh, preacher, the
man who would handle the serpents and, uh, after a
bit a, uh, station wagon, uh, rolled up and they
began to unload boxes. And we finally, uh, about
time to start we, uh, entered the building, a double
door in the back and we, we sat near the double door
because, uh, we wanted to be ready, uh, to make a, uh,
an exodus if necessary. And, uh, they had singing
and prayer and two women, uh, uh, danced all over the
floor, uh, uh, screaming and shouting in what they
called unknown tongues.

FC:

What would you call it?

MC:

Jabbering, garbage, uh, something that made no sense
at all.
I, I think it was just, uh, uh, put on.
I
think it was just a, uh, display of emotionalism.
Most certainly there was no, uh, tongues involved.

FC:

What's the ratio.nale for the unknown tongue?

MC:

Well of course, they, they base it on the idea that,
uh, in biblical times, uh, certain individuals, apos,
especially apostles were given the power to speak in unknown
tongues. Now that meant they could speak in languages
which they did not know. But, uh, it was, it was done
in order that they could speak and, and present the
gospel to people in their native tongues. Uh, their,
the tongues that the apostles used were not unknown,
they were just languages that they did not understand

Francis Marion Curnutte

11

themselves. But what is today called unknown tongues
is a bunch of, uh, uh, for the most part it's just,
uh, jabbering that has no meaning, no comprehension,
uh, and uh, and of course the scriptures tell us that
if, uh, we are to speak in a tongue we should have
someone to interpret, and if there is no one to
interpret, uh, uh, we should keep silent. And, uh,
these people who today are speaking in tongues like
that are, are violating the, uh, intent of the
scriptures.
Also at this time they, uh, uh, handled
or, uh, had snakes.
I remember the man who, uh, was
their chief spokesman, uh, ex, took some time to
explain that he did not handle snakes, but rather he
handled serpents. And after, uh, delibering, uh,
delivering, uh, an oration for several minutes
explaining that he, uh, handled serpents rather than
snakes, he then turned and asked (clears throat)
one to give him that rattlesnake out of that box,
which seemed to contradict what he was saying, but they
did have a large rattlesnake that, uh, he handled,
put it around his neck and others, uh, also handled
it, but, uh, I and the party I was with, uh, made no
effort to handle that snake. The snake itself, uh,
appeared to be, uh, uh, not like a normal snake
because they laid it down on a, on a seat and it
didn't attempt to move, it just, uh, st, uh, stayed
there and it seems that a normal rattlesnake of four
and a half feet length if it were turned loose it
would, uh, surely, uh, take off.

I-

FC:

Did he handle any other snakes besides the rattlesnake?

MC:

Yes, then he, uh, opened up a box and, uh, dumped
out a, uh, uh, collection of copperheads. These
appeared to be small, uh, twleve to fourteen inches
in length, and he, uh, uh, would, uh, take these
out of the, uh, pile and, uh, line them up, their
heads all in one direction on his hand and, uh, the,
uh, they too appeared to be, uh, uh, frozen or
something they, they did not appear as active as
snakes would be.

FC:

You've seen snakes out in the wild, haven't you?
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MC:

Yes, many times.

FC:

How would they differ from the snakes, snakes that
these, that these, uh, men handled?

MC:

Well, er, a snake, uh, uh, uh, in the wild was more
active. And, uh, uh, the snakes that, uh, these
people were handling, uh, either because of being
in captivity or because they were frozen or treated
in some way, uh, did not, uh, uh, display the energy
that you would see in a, in a normal, uh, snake in
the hills of West Virginia.

FC:

What did they do with the snakes?

MC:

Well they just handled them and they, uh, they put
them around their neck and this large rattlesnake,
uh, the man, uh, held it up, and uh, kissed .i t on ,
the side of the head and • • •

FC:

What was your reaction when he did that?

MC:

Well I, uh, I suppose I, uh, uh, unconsciously turned
and looked to see if the door was open. I, of course,
was there as an observer and I saw no reason religiously
for handling snakes or the tongues or anything else
they were doing, but I was there merely as an observer.

FC:

Did just the adults participate in the handling of
the snakes or did the children get into the act?

MC:

Some of the younger folks, uh, uh, also, uh, I
believe handled the snakes, that is, the teenage,
uh, groups.

FC:

How would you describe the, the preachers and the
mess, and the message that they delivered at this meeting?

MC:

The message, uh, was hardly comprehensible as a message.
Uh, their, uh, they, one individual, uh, who was c,
known went by the name of Bunk, uh, spent much of his
time relating family problems, uh, and disagreements
within his own family.
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FC:

What specifically?

MC:

He claimed that he had given a piece of land to his
son and now his own son had gotten a warrent for him
and so it, it appeared to be a family feud in the
making and that, that was much of his subject in
his preaching. Uh, there was no biblical text or
subject that would be a, uh, a religious, uh, dis cussion used.

FC:

Did he display much intelligence and education?

MC:

No, uh, as I've said earlier you do not find at
those, uh, meetings of this type, you do not find
people with, uh, intelligence and education.

FC:

More howdies ., huh?

MC:

More howdies indeed, yes, yes . But again, uh, let
me, uh, clear the picture so it won't give the wrong
impression, uh, for the most part that has, uh, · pretty
well disappeared from the scene in West Virginia. Uh,
the, uh, I suppose the last half a century, uh, there
has been tremendous change. Oh, I suppose you could
say from 1900 to 1974 there has been more change in
those 74 years than there has been in all the time
before that and that has affected, uh, the people
and the life of, of, uh, uh, West Virginia very much.

FC:

When you went to this snake handling congregation,
was the area, did the area appear to s, to be up
to date or did it seem to be like going back in time?

MC:

It appeared to be going back in time. The, the building
itself as located on a high ridge, uh, in a, uh, very
rural area.
Facilities were, uh, certainly not modern.
Uh, restrooms were, uh, the, uh, famous, uh, outdoor
restrooms, uh, that have existed for, uh, so long.
They lacked all the modern facilities that you would
expect, and so it was, it was like stepping back
into time.

FC:

was Bunk the only one who delivered a message?
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MC:

No the, Bunk was the man in charge I believe, but
uh, the man who was imported to, to uh, handle the
snakes also, uh, spent, uh, considerable time in,
uh, explaining his reasons for handling, uh,
serpents and, uh, his attitudes.

FC:

How would you describe him?

MC:

Uh, an emotionally disturbed person.

FC:

When you walked into the building and the other
people saw you, did they recognize you as one of
them or did they seem to regard you as an outsider?

MC:

I believe, uh, it's correct to say that the three
of us who were there were the only ones who were
dressed in suits and ties and, uh, the people immediately
looked at us and, uh, we were,· uh, viewed as foreigners
or, uh, aliens, un, no we were not, uh, and no one came
over and, and welcomed us, and no shook hands with us
and asked us to come back. We were just, uh, uh,
strangers in their midst.

FC:

What is the rationale for handling snakes?

MC:

Well there was, uh, in the scriptures the apostle
was, uh, uh, told that, uh, if they handled snakes
or if they drank poison or if they did anything like
that, uh, they would be protected. Uh, but the point
of it is, uh, that was spoken, uh, then under, uh,
conditions to apostles. That was never spoken to
people of today. And, uh, there is no biblical
reason to think that handling of snakes and serpents
and drinking poison, uh, there is no biblical use
of that if one understands the teaching of the scriptures.

FC:

Do you think that these people lack the ability to
understand the scripture?

MC:

Yes, many of them do. Uh, uh, much, much of the
perversion of the scripture stems from a lack of
understanding and many of them, uh, uh, have been
unable to read, and ever those who could read could
do much, could do very little more than read, and
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therefore, uh, misunderstanding and perversion was
±nevitable, yes.
FC:

You mentioned that Bunk seemed to be the leader of
the congregation, do you know anything about him?

MC:

Well, not really, uh, just, uh, hearsay, uh, he
has been, uh, a typical hillbilly individual.

FC:

Does he, did he seem to be a righteous individual?
Do people say that he is?

MC:

No, uh, the reputation is, uh, uh, is not that of a
righteous man and, uh, he has, uh, been on, uh, relief
rolls, I understand since the welfare system began
and, and uh, no, uh, no.

FC:

In conclusion, how would you assess the changes that
have taken pl, taken place in religion over the years?

MC:

Well of course, uh, changes that have come in religion,
uh, uh, are due to changes in all areas of life. Uh,
highways, uh, ru, radio, television, uh, the improved
educational system, uh, has had a tremendous impact
on religion.
Uh, the changes that have been wrought
in the, uh, last, uh, half century, uh, in the religion
in the rural west Virginia, uh, you might list as one;
uh, they have moved toward an educated ministry. The,
the uh, leaders, the ministers, the preachers, or
whatever you might call them in different, uh, churches,
uh, are now more educated and, uh, uh, therefore that
has made a great change.
Also, you have moved from
a, uh, use of a one room schoolhouse to, uh, modern
buildings with air conditioning and, uh, all the
modern facilities, uh, that are usually common now
in, uh, most religious buildings.
I think also you
have chur, changed from, uh, the religious services
instead of just being, uh, scheduled at periodic
intervals or when someone had time, uh, rather today
there is a regular schedule for most churches in their
services.
And finally I think, uh, them, one major
change has been today that the people who, uh, attend
the religious services, uh, do so, uh, with some, uh,
religious motivation, uh, rather than, uh, in former
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times it was just a social gathering or a, or a
place to meet.
FC:

In otherwords, now you think there are more souls
saved than got.

MC:

Yes, I, I think that's the idea, yes.

FC:

Some people say that morality has really gone to
the dogs and that people are worse than they ever
have been before. Do you agree with that statement?

MC:

Indeed I do not.
Uh, I believe and I, I am aware
that especially young people are being branded as,
uh, as the, uh, worst, uh, generation that we've
ever had.
I think that the young people of today
represent the best generation. Uh, to those who
would say and, and uh, uh, who would attack the morality
of today are, uh, forgetting, er, or they never knew
the conditions in former years. Uh, in West Virginia
a half a century ago, the, the, the drinking, the
illegimate birth rate, uh, the number of murders,
the amount of crime, uh, certainly indicated that,
uh, they were worse than they are today.
And, uh,
I, I personally feel having grown up in West Virginia,
I personally feel that while there will always be too
much crime and too much immorality, I personally feel
that, uh, that today we are better than we have ever
been.
It's like, uh, many times people want to talk
about the good old days, uh, and of course they, they
want to do that to exalt some former time. Actually,
the, the best time for our people is today. There
many reasons why I could say that.

FC :

Such as what?

MC:

The, uh, well, for example, people used to talk about
the good old days, uh, well if you want to go back to
the good old days as people would call it you go back
to the period before the 1 20 1 s and here's what the good
old days offered you; no roads, no schools, no automobiles,
no medicines, no drugs, no doctors, uh, you lived a, a
bare existence, uh, uh, with a, a, a total absence of
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any of the, uh, uh, facilities that would make life
easier.
Uh, and certainly the good old days did not
offer what, uh, people think. To many people they
are, they don't know it but the good old days means,
uh, when they were a child, and of course, uh,
childhood is always a loveable time, but surely,
today, with all the conveniences and everything we
have the American people are living better and having
it easier a, and more facilities than at any time in
our history.
FC:

And you don't believe the good old days facilitated
morality?

MC:

And by the same, uh, line of reasoning, uh, people
will look at some youth of today who does something
wrong and they will, uh, wring their hands and cry
and ask, uh, what's the, uh, youth coming to? They
forget the act that, uh, in my youth growing up, I
saw drunkeness, murders, uh, I saw conditions that,
uh, was typical on the western frontier right here in
West Virginia. Uh, morality was, uh, surely not
axaulted in those days, uh, in fact I think the people
are better today. And I remember that in the early
days of the high schools, uh, when young men and
women were brought into high schools, uh, conditions
were much worse than they are today.

FC:

In otherwords, you are optimistic in looking to the
younger generation.

MC:

Well indeed, I think the young people of today, uh,
represent the highest, the best, uh, and I think
they will continue to improve. Now when I say that
I am not closing my eyes to the fact that there is,
uh, much that's wrong. Uh, surely there are those
individuals, but here's the, here's the problem.
We, uh, in our, uh, schools, high schools of today
we'll say, ninety five percent of your young men
and women are outstanding young men and women, but
they are stereotyped and they are given a bad name
by five percent.
And that's a mistake we are making,
but when you view the population, uh, I think that
you would have to be led to the conclusion that things
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are getting better.
FC:

Do you think that these young people are more
genuinely concerned about religion and, uh, affairs
in general in the world?

MC:

Yes, yes indeed, uh, I, I see evidences that young
people are, are very much concerned about, uh,
religion, about, uh, uh, the problems in, uh, the
world and the world, uh, politicai, uh, problems,
uh, and I, I understand that they, uh, are deeply
concerned about, uh, the problems of suffering
humanity. Yes, I, I see evidences of young people
showing much concern.

FC:

A great deal more than in your day?

MC:

In my day it was never thought of.

FC:

In otherwords, the reason many people view the
good old days as such was because these were simple
times and they were not affected by what was going
on in the rest of the world.

MC:

Well yes, it was a simple time, uh, when they were
children, uh, and their parents were with them and
they were, they were without problems, uh, and
everything was understood and n-no, no difficulties.
Today, uh, we, we do have, uh, problems we, there are,
uh, complex problems of society. The world, uh, has,
has become smaller due to communication and, and we,
we have those difficulties. Uh, but, uh, uh, I
believe that, uh, uh, things are better, and I think
that in the field of religion as we are speaking, I
see among, uh, a, a growing, uh, percentage of our people
today a, uh, deep intellectual, uh, concern in matters
of religion.

FC:

And on that op-optimistic note we will end the interview.

